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Division 41: Western Australian Sports Centre Trust, $139 496 000 — 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr T.K. Waldron, Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Mr D.P. Etherton, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr P. Stewart, Director, Corporate Services. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Nollamara. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: My first question relates to “Capital Upgrades and Maintenance” on page 521. Does 
Challenge Stadium comply with the Building Code of Australia regarding change rooms and toilet facilities? 
Will the state netball centre address these issues and will any of this money be used to address these issues; and, 
if not, why not?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will give a general answer and then I will ask Mr Etherton to comment further. I 
understand that the facilities do address those needs. If the state netball centre had been built at Challenge 
Stadium, it would have been built on the southern side of Challenge Stadium, so I do not know whether there 
would have been access to those toilets and change rooms. I will ask Mr Etherton to answer that in more detail.  

Mr D.P. Etherton: My understanding is that Challenge Stadium did comply with the Building Code of Australia 
when it was constructed in 1987. As the member would be aware, the Building Code changed post the 
construction of its buildings. I have not done an analysis to check whether it currently complies, but it did when 
it was constructed. My understanding is that if the netball centre was built at Challenge Stadium, there would 
have been additional facilities and change rooms in that facility and there will be at the new centre as well.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: There is an extra $1.8 million in the budget to enable VenuesWest to do upgrades to 
meet maintenance work et cetera at all its venues. That is a really important allocation in this budget. It was 
actually getting behind. I know that VenuesWest also approached the former government for that extra funding, 
which was not forthcoming. We did not provide it last year but we saw the need and we provided it this year. As 
I said earlier, it is really important that we keep the facilities that VenuesWest manages up to scratch, 
particularly with safety issues. The member may remember the incident in which a netball game was stopped 
because of a leaking roof. We do not want those sorts of things happening. We have seen that need and we have 
invested that money.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I wish to clarify that. The stadium was constructed in 1987 and it complied with the 
Building Code at that time. The chief executive officer said that he has not assessed it at this point. Is the 
minister aware of whether it therefore complies with the health codes with respect to change rooms and toilet 
facilities and with other aspects of the health codes that rely very heavily on the Building Code?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is a fair question. I am advised that the health inspectors from the local 
governments carry out regular inspections. No issues have been raised. About $300 000 is being spent on new 
toilet facilities at Challenge Stadium.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Is that out of the $1.8 million that has been allocated? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is an extra $1.8 million on top of what was already allocated. The CEO would have 
to advise on exactly where that $300 000 is coming from.  

Mr D.P. Etherton: A total of $1.7 million has been allocated this financial year to capital works and $300 000 
will be committed to additional toilets in the next couple of weeks.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Is that out of the $1.8 million? 

Mr D.P. Etherton: It is out of this year’s allocation, not next year’s allocation. The works will carry forward 
into next year because they have not commenced yet.  

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I refer the minister to page 524 and the line item “Non-current Assets”. Can the minister 
explain the significant increase in total non-current assets from $214 million in 2008–09 to $798 million in 
2013–14?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: As the member would know, there has been a massive increase in the value of 
VenuesWest’s property portfolio from 2008–09. This is as a result of the transfer of the Western Australian 
Athletics Stadium, the Western Australian Basketball Centre during 2009–10 and the forecast transfer of the 
ownership of Perth Arena in 2011–12. The valuation of properties is conducted by the Department of Land 
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Information’s valuation services branch each year. Therefore, the figures reflect the increase in the value of the 
property portfolio for VenuesWest. 

[Ms L.L. Baker took the chair.]  

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: Has the management of Perth Arena been decided?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No. The tender process has taken place and it will be taken to cabinet for a final 
decision.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I refer to “Significant Issues Impacting the Agency” on page 517. I understand that 
VenuesWest operates those facilities listed and will also operate the netball centre. Can the minister outline what 
the estimated ongoing operational cost of running the new netball centre at Matthews will be for VenuesWest?  

[12.02 pm] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The sum of $900 000 has been allocated in the final year of the estimates for the 
operational costs of the netball centre. I am trying to find the line item now. I will refer to the CEO for the actual 
detail of the running costs.  

Mr D.P. Etherton: I cannot find the line item either, but since the budget was announced, $26.1 million to build 
the state netball centre was announced in the Department of Sport and Recreation budget, and an additional 
$900 000 was allocated in the final year of the out years for VenuesWest to manage that facility—that is 
depreciation, capital, maintenance and operating deficit.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: When Mr Etherton says “final year of the out years” for $900 000, that is not in 2010–11 
but in 2013–14?  

Mr D.P. Etherton: It is in 2013–14. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Therefore, up until that point, there is no funding for VenuesWest to be involved in the 
state netball centre.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: If the centre were completed earlier, obviously the government would make sure that 
VenuesWest was in a position to manage and run that facility.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Does the minister expect that VenuesWest will be involved as one of the stakeholders in 
the development of the state netball centre; and if so, is it expected to fund that involvement out of its existing 
budget and FTEs?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: As I understand it, VenuesWest is already involved as a stakeholder, but so the member 
for Nollamara gets the correct information and detail, I will ask the CEO to answer that.  

Mr D.P. Etherton: In the earlier division Ron Alexander mentioned the stakeholder group that has been set up. 
VenuesWest was involved in the first meeting of that group with Netball Western Australia, the Town of 
Cambridge, and the Department of Sport and Recreation, and we will continue to be involved until the facility 
opens. We will be involved in setting up contracts, leases, licences and agreements for the people who use the 
facility and in providing advice on the most cost-effective way to build the facility so that it operates effectively.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: I do not think my question was answered. The department is involved, but there is no 
additional funding for that involvement and it is out of existing FTEs and the existing budget.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is correct.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: What is the estimated ongoing operational cost of running the centre in the out year of 
2013–14, and can the minister submit that information as supplementary information—and also what he expects 
will be the operational costs of running the new netball centre?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I think it is too early to provide that information because we would have to make a lot of 
assumptions, including what Netball WA is going to pay to use that facility, and we have not got to that stage as 
yet. Therefore, I do not think I can supply that information at this stage. 

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: In terms of the WA Sports Centre Trust or VenuesWest’s involvement in the netball 
centre, was it VenuesWest’s preferred position that it be constructed adjacent to Challenge Stadium and has it 
changed its view and, if so, why? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is probably for VenuesWest to answer. At the end of the day, the government 
makes the decision on these things. The government is responsible for the overall decision, and that decision has 
been made. VenuesWest may well have liked it to be on the precinct; however, in this case, the decision has been 
made in the best interests of netball and the taxpayers.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: What about the best interest of that precinct in terms of what we were discussing? 
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Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is a fair question, because it is a great precinct. We now have lots of sporting 
facilities on that precinct. That precinct was also looked at by the Western Australian Cricket Association for a 
special training facility. In this case, a decision was made in what the government thought to be the best interests 
of netball, not only at the elite level but also the connectivity to community netball, which is huge in this state. 
The member has made a fair point, and as I said before, we can argue that there are benefits in having at it the 
AK Reserve, and I acknowledge those benefits, but there are benefits the other way. Sometimes one has to make 
the call, and in this case it was based on cost but more importantly to me as minister was the connectivity to 
community netball.  

Ms J.M. FREEMAN: Is that the cost that was associated with parking at the WA Sports Centre Trust versus the 
parking costs associated with Matthews? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Obviously parking at the facility at Challenge was an issue and a cost. There are parking 
issues at Matthews and the town, the Department of Sport and Recreation, VenuesWest—the stakeholder group 
that has been mentioned—will be looking at those issues. The town already has plans for the roads. The mayor 
showed me through roads et cetera and how they will manage the parking and the traffic.  

The CHAIRMAN: I remind members of the time.  

[12.10 pm] 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: I refer to page 516 of the Budget Statements and I will start with a general question that 
relates to the entire division. Has the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust been abolished? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No, it changed its name to VenuesWest. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Has it just changed its name? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No, it happened about a year or so ago; it has been VenuesWest for some time. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Absolutely, but my question is: is there more to it than just the name change? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No. I think it was — 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: So why bother? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: As the member knows, VenuesWest, formerly the WA Sports Centre Trust, has its own 
board that runs that operation. The board makes decisions that it thinks best reflect the running of its operation 
for commercial opportunities and, obviously, to project itself as a manager of state sporting venues. I will get the 
chief executive officer to perhaps enlarge on the advantages the board saw in changing the name to VenuesWest. 
Some people might like it, some might not. However, I will pass the question to the CEO. 

Mr D.P. Etherton: About 18 months or two years ago it was made clear that VenuesWest would be owner of 
Perth Arena. Perth Arena is principally an entertainment facility; about 80 per cent of the expected use of Perth 
Arena will be entertainment rather than sport. Between 10 and 20 per cent of the arena’s usage will be for sport. 
As a result, the board of the then Western Australian Sports Centre Trust felt we needed a name that 
encapsulated all our facilities and the broad range of stakeholders that we address, which are not only sporting 
stakeholders but also entertainment and recreation stakeholders, hence the name change to VenuesWest. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Given the name change has been settled for some time since the WA Sports Centre Trust 
was abolished, I presume the necessary constitutional changes were made to the trust’s constitution—the 
minister might want to speak to that—and that VenuesWest would have a recast charter or however it has been 
constituted. My point is: has there been any cost savings in doing that? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Before I pass the question to the chief executive officer, I will comment on that. When I 
was in opposition, at some stages I had some real concerns about the WA Sports Centre Trust and how it was 
operating et cetera. I was not privy to the knowledge I have since found out. I think it needed a new direction. 
That happened under the previous government, which I support, and I support the previous minister, who I think 
was a good minister and did a good job. I think I have been very fortunate as Minister for Sport and Recreation 
because I inherited a board with a chairman that is doing an excellent job. The board has changed the whole 
direction—its responsibility in the financial and reporting areas, looking after its staff, getting better use and 
return from the facilities, working closely with the sports—I think it has really turned around. There will be 
issues between VenuesWest and sports from time to time and I acknowledge that. As minister, that is something 
I am always aware of. We have had instances whereby I have actually called sports and VenuesWest in to a 
meeting and we have talked it through. I am a great believer, when there is an issue, in getting the sides in to talk 
it through because usually everyone is trying to get a good outcome for sport, but sometimes we can go off the 
rails a bit as we go along. I must say that I have been really impressed with the way VenuesWest has changed 
over the past three or four years from a body that I had concerns about to one in which I have every confidence. 
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It is being asked to do more and more with facilities and the arena coming on. VenuesWest is a very important 
organisation. I will get the CEO, if he can remember, to answer the other questions the member asked. 

Mr D.P. Etherton: The Western Australian Sports Centre Trust Act contains a provision that the organisation 
can trade as something else. We are trading as VenuesWest; nothing else was required. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


